
Realistic Fiction
Frizzy
by Claribel A. Ortega
"Tired of going to the salon to have her
curls straightened every weekend,
Marlene slowly learns to embrace her
natural curly hair with the help of her
best friend and favorite aunt. Shelved
with Graphic Novels.

Apple in the Niddle
by Dawn Quigley
Apple Starkington turned her back on
her Native American heritage the
moment she was called a racial slur for
someone of white and Indian descent,
not that she really even knew how to be
an Indian in the first place. Too bad the
white world doesn't accept her either.

Barakah Beats
by Maleeha Siddiqui
Leaving Islamic school to attend “real
school,” 12-year-old Nimra Sharif, joins
the school’s popular 8th grade boy
band, Baraka Beats, in an attempt to fit
in, even though she was taught that
music isn’t allowed in Islam, forcing her
to make a difficult decision. Lexile: 650.

Kings of B'more
by R. Eric Thomas
When his best friend announces he is
moving, Harrison gives him a send-off
like Ferris Bueller's Day Off, and as they
do things they've been scared to do,
they learn the scariest thing is saying
goodbye to someone you love.

The Everything I Have Lost
by Sylvia Aguilar Zéleny
Beginning at age twelve, Julia keeps a
diary of her life in Juarez, Mexico, where
life is always dangerous, until she joins
her aunt and grandmother in El Paso,
Texas, and faces new challenges.
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You Must Be Layla
by Yassmin Abdel-Magied
With her long skirt and headscarf Layla
certainly stands out at her new high
school. Everyone thinks they know her,
just from a glance. But do they? And
does she even know herself? No Lexile.

Azar on Fire
by Olivia Abtahi
To enter a local Battle of the Bands
concert, 14-year-old songwriter Azar,
whose vocal cords are shredded,
discovers she has a lot of talking to do
and friends to make for the chance to
stand on stage with her crush. Lexile:
690.

Iveliz Explains it All
by Andrea Beatriz Arango
Iveliz is trying to manage her mental
health and advocate for the help and
understanding she deserves, but in the
meantime her new friend calls her crazy
and her abuela Mimi dismisses the
therapy and medicine Iveliz needs to
feel like herself. Lexile: 940.

I Rise
by Marie Arnold
When her activist mother, who founded
the See Us movement, is shot by police
during a protest in their Harlem
community, 14-year-old Ayo must
decide if she has the strength to pick up
where her mother left off. No Lexile.

Obie is Man Enough
by Schuyler Bailar
Diving into a new swim team,
transgender tween Obie is determined
to prove he can be one of the fastest
boys in the water to his coach, his
bullies and his biggest competition:
himself. No Lexile.

Ivy Aberdeen's Letter to the World
by Ashley Herring Blake
Twelve-year-old Ivy Aberdeen's house is
destroyed in a tornado, and in the
aftermath of the storm, she begins to
develop feelings for another girl at
school. Lexile: 740.
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They Call Her Fregona
by David Bowles
While balancing band practice during
the summer with his new girlfriend,
Joanna, called fregona because shes
tough, soon-to-be eighth grader Guero
must reconsider what it means to show
up for someone you love when tragedy
strikes. No Lexile.

All-American Muslim Girl
by Nadine Jolie Courtney
Sixteen-year-old Allie, aged seven when
she knew her family was different and
feared, struggles to claim her Muslim
and Arabic heritage while finding her
place as an American teenager. 630
Lexile.

Let Me Fix That for You
by Janice Erlbaum
Twelve-year-old Glad is a problem-
solver at home and school, but
knowing everyone's secrets means she
has few friends and trying her best
may not bring her mother home.

Grow Up, Tahlia Wilkins!
by Karina Evans
When her first period comes 24 hours
before a party being thrown by the
most popular kid in school, as well as
other embarrassing mishaps, Tahlia
Wilkins must save her reputation and
her favorite jeans from being ruined.
No Lexile.

Miss Quinces
by Kat Fajardo
Sue just wants to spend the summer
reading and making comics at
sleepaway camp with her friends, but
instead she gets stuck going to
Honduras to visit relatives with her
parents and two sisters. Lexile: GN370.
Shelved with Graphic Novels.

Where you've got to be
by Caroline Gertler
When her best friend tries to act older
and cooler, and wants her to be
someone different, too, Nolie ends up
on the wrong path when one impulsive
decision leads to another and must find
her way back. No Lexile.

The Silence Between Us
by Alison Gervais
When Maya is forced to attend a
hearing school, she sets out to prove
that her lack of hearing won't stop her
from chasing her dreams. Lexile: 940.

A-Okay
by Jarad Greene
While dealing with side effects from his
powerful new acne medication, eighth
grader Jay Greene finds things not
going exactly as planned with school
and his friends, and hopes things will
turn out to be a-okay. Shelved with
Graphic Novels.

Slider
by Pete Hautman
Hoping to win a cash prize in a pizza
eating contest after racking up a tab on
his mother's credit card, David must
juggle his competitive eating training
with the responsibility of looking after
his autistic younger brother. Lexile: 660.

Hazel Hill is gonna win this one
by Maggie Horne
When she discovers her nemesis, Ella
Quinn, is being harassed by golden boy
Tyler Harris, seventh grader Hazel Hill is
determined to prove it, since no one
believes he would do such a thing, even
if it means risking everything. No Lexile.

It Wasn't Me
by Dana Alison Levy
When Theo's photography project is
vandalized, the five students nearby all
claim it was not them, so Theo's favorite
teacher suggests they all spend
vacation week together and get to the
truth. No Lexile.

The Last Boy at St. Edith's
by Lee Gjertsen Malone
Seventh-grader Jeremy Miner, the only
boy in a school of 475 girls, unleashes a
series of pranks in hopes of getting
expelled. No Lexile.
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