
Caudill 2023
All Thirteen : the Incredible Cave
Rescue of the Thai Boys' Soccer Team
by Christina Soontornvat
Combines firsthand interviews with
scientific and cultural insights in a
middle grade account of the 2018 Thai
cave rescue of the Wild Boars soccer
team and the critical, sophisticated

engineering operation that saved the lives of 13 people.

Katie the Catsitter
by Colleen A. F. Venable
Twelve-year-old Katie is dreading the
boring summer ahead until she realizes
the mysterious neighbor who hired her
to catsit is one of the city's greatest
supervillains.

Before the Ever After
by Jacqueline Woodson
The son of an idolized pro-football star
begins noticing the contrast between
his father’s angry, forgetful behavior
and his superhero reputation before
adjusting to a new reality involving
difficult symptoms stemming from his
father’s numerous head injuries.

2022 Caudill Winner: The Remarkable
Journey of Coyote Sunrise
by Dan Gemeinhart
Living on the road in an old school bus
with her dad after losing her mother
and sisters, 12-year-old Coyote devises
an elaborate plan to convince her

father to make a first trip home to Washington state in
five years, a journey marked by an eclectic group of
passengers they meet along the way.

2021 Caudill Winner: Front Desk
by Kelly Yang
After emigrating from China, ten-year-
old Mia Tang's parents take a job
managing a rundown motel, despite
the nasty owner, Mr. Yao, who exploits
them, while she works the front desk
and tries to cope with fitting in at her
school.
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Amari and the Night Brothers
by B. B. Alston
Discovering that she has a
supernaturally enhanced talent, Amari
Peters enters a summer tryout at the
Bureau of Supernatural Affairs, where
she is considered the enemy, in order
to find her missing brother.

A High Five for Glenn Burke
by Phil Bildner
Giving a school presentation about his
role model, gay MLB athlete Glenn
Burke, sixth grader Silas Wade hopes to
take his first steps toward coming out,
before an orchestrated cover-up
triggers painful consequences.

The Blackbird Girls
by Anne Blankman
Relocating to Leningrad in the wake of
the Chernobyl disaster, neighbors
Valentina and Oksana, who have been
taught to hate each other because of
religious differences, uncover painful
family secrets while learning what it
means to trust another person.

The Benefits of Being an Octopus
by Ann Braden
Seventh-grader Zoey Albro focuses on
caring for three younger siblings and
avoiding rich classmates at school until
her fascination with octopuses gets her
on the debate team and she begins to
speak out.

Fighting Words
by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley
Della relies on her older sister, Suki, for
comfort and guidance during difficult
times, but after Suki attempts suicide, it
becomes apparent that she is
struggling more than she lets on.

Marcus Vega Doesn't Speak Spanish
by Pablo Cartaya
After a fight at school leaves Marcus
facing suspension, Marcus's mother
takes him and his brother to Puerto
Rico to visit relatives they have never
met, and while there Marcus starts
searching for his father, who left their
family ten years ago.
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Efrén Divided
by Ernesto Cisneros
Worrying about his undocumented
parents, who have worked hard to
secure a safe life for their family, a
young Mexican American struggles to
find his inner courage when his beloved
mother is arrested and deported.

The Only Black Girls in Town
by Brandy Colbert
Ecstatic to hear that another African
American family has moved into town,
surfer Alberta attempts to make
friends with homesick newcomer Edie,
who helps her uncover painful local
secrets in a box of old journals.

The Total Eclipse of Nestor Lopez
by Adrianna Cuevas
A Cuban American boy must use his
secret ability to communicate with
animals to save the inhabitants of his
town when they are threatened by a
tule vieja, a witch that transforms into
animals.

Scritch Scratch
by Lindsay Currie
Haunted after helping her father on his
ghost-themed Chicago bus tour, twelve-
year-old Claire must discover what the
spectral boy from the bus wants before
it is too late.

A Thousand Questions
by Saadia Faruqi
Secretly searching for her long-absent
father during a reluctant summer visit
to Pakistan with the grandparents she
has never met, Mimi bonds with cook’s
daughter Sakina, who must choose
between her education and helping
support her struggling family.

Wink : Surviving Middle School with
One Eye Open
by Rob Harrell
After being diagnosed with a rare eye
cancer, twelve-year-old Ross discovers
how music, art, and true friends can
help him survive both treatment and
middle school.

When Stars are Scattered
by Victoria Jamieson
A Somali refugee who spent his
childhood at the Dadaab camp and the
Newbery Honor-winning creator of
Roller Girl present the graphic-novel
story of a young refugee who struggles
with leaving behind his nonverbal
brother when he has an opportunity to

help his family by going to school.

This is Your Brain on Stereotypes :
How Science is Tackling Unconscious
Bias
by 1973- Kyi, Tanya Lloyd
An essential overview of the science
behind stereotypes explains why brains
form them, why applying stereotypes

to people can cause great harm, how stereotypes
influence the sense of self, and how to recognize and
overcome personal biases to promote a fairer world.

Chirp
by Kate Messner
Moving to Vermont the summer after
seventh grade, a young gymnast hides a
secret as she makes new friends and
investigates her grandmother's claim
that someone is trying to destroy her
cricket farm.

The Best at It
by Maulik Pancholy
Twelve-year-old Rahul Kapoor, an
Indian-American boy growing up in
small-town Indiana, struggles to come
to terms with his identity, including that
he may be gay.

Black Brother, Black Brother
by Jewell Parker Rhodes
Routinely compared to his submissive
lighter-skinned brother, a Black boy at
an elitist prep school is unfairly
suspended in the wake of an incident
involving the school bully, whom he
tries to defeat in a fencing competition.
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