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MINUTES 
OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE PARK RIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY HELD  
IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 505 BUTLER PLACE, PARK RIDGE, IL  

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2018 AT 7:30 P.M. 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mr. Reardon called the meeting to order at 7:37 p.m. 
 
 

ROLL CALL 
TRUSTEES PRESENT: Karen Burkum, Stevan Dobrilovic (via phone), Charlene Foss-Eggemann (via 

phone), Gareth Kennedy, Patrick Lamb, Lauren Rapisand, Michael Reardon 
 

TRUSTEES ABSENT: Joseph Egan, Joshua Kiem 
 

OTHERS PRESENT: Heidi Smith, Library Director; Jodi Bemis Whitney, Angela Berger, Anastasia 
Daskalos, Parry Rigney, John Priala, Library Staff; Alderman Charlie Melidosian, 
Library Liaison; Anne Lunde, Park Ridge Journal; Pauletta I. and Isabel N., 
students 

 
 
Mr. Reardon noted that there is a quorum of the Board in attendance. 
 

 
APPROVAL OF REMOTE ATTENDANCE 
Mr. Reardon announced that Mrs. Foss-Eggemann is on the phone and a motion is needed to formally 
approve her attendance via remote means. Mrs. Foss-Eggemann explained that she is out of town on 
business.  
 

Mr. Reardon made a  
 

MOTION:  to approve the attendance by Mrs. Foss-Eggemann at this evening’s meeting via electronic means. 
 

Mr. Lamb SECONDED the motion.  
 

Voice vote: 5 Yay: Burkum, Kennedy, Lamb, Rapisand, Reardon 
    2 Not voting: Dobrilovic, Foss-Eggemann 
  2 Absent: Egan, Kiem 
 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 
 
Mr. Reardon announced that Mr. Dobrilovic is on the phone and a motion is needed to formally approve his 
attendance via remote means. Mr. Dobrilovic explained that he is out of town on business.  
 

Mr. Reardon made a  
 

MOTION:  to approve the attendance by Mr. Dobrilovic at this evening’s meeting via electronic means. 
 

Mrs. Burkum SECONDED the motion.  
 

Voice vote: 6 Yay: Burkum, Foss-Eggemann, Kennedy, Lamb, Rapisand, Reardon 
    1 Not voting: Dobrilovic  
  2 Absent: Egan, Kiem 
 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  
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CONSENT AGENDA 
The items covered by the Consent Agenda are marked by an asterisk on the agenda. There being no 
comments,  
 

Mr. Lamb made a motion to  
 

MOTION:  to approve the Consent Agenda  
 

Mrs. Rapisand SECONDED the motion 
 

Roll call vote 
 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE GENERAL PUBLIC 
Mr. Reardon solicited questions from the general public on non-agenda items.  
 
Mr. Reardon welcomed the two student visitors and invited them to the podium to introduce themselves. 
Isabella stated she is a high school student and is attending the meeting as a requirement for a class. 
Pauletta stated she is a high school student and is attending as a requirement for her civic engagement 
project.  
 
 
SECRETARY'S REPORT 
Mr. Kennedy reported that there are no comment forms tonight, so there is no report.  
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
In Mr. Egan’s absence, Mr. Reardon asked Ms. Berger to report on year to date financials. Ms. Berger 
reported that in regard to the financials reflected in the Year to Date Budget Report on page 35 of the 
packet, the City posted Employee Benefits and those are at 95% of budget, and explained there are 
footnotes explaining the three prepaid line items that therefore show as overspent relative to the budget. In 
total, with 33% of the fiscal year completed, as of August 31, 2018 the Library has expended 30% of the 
total operating budget and 33% of the Capital Budget.  
 

Mr. Kennedy made a 
 

MOTION:  to approve the Year to Date Budget Report for August, 2018  
 

Mrs. Burkum SECONDED the motion 
 

Roll call vote 
 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
Ms. Smith reviewed her written report and announced that the Library renovation is on track to reach 
substantial completion by Friday, September 21. Staff are diligently preparing for the next move – this 
move will involve almost every staff person, their service desk and/or personal desk will be moving; phones 
and computers will be moved; and every single item in every collection – almost 170,000 items – will be 
moved. 
 
Thirty six major tasks will take twenty days to accomplish. Ms. Smith voiced her appreciation of the 
understanding and support of the community, as well as for the words of encouragement from patrons 
since the renovations began. 
 
Ms. Smith announced that the staff had a successful fire drill this month – with the evacuation of the building 
taking one minute and forty seconds – as well as the annual fire prevention inspection of the building. 
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Ms. Smith added that the Library will be having some additional asbestos abatement in staff-only areas on 
the first and second floors of the building. Following suit with the Board’s decision in July, she anticipates 
closing the building for two days – and have asked that the work be conducted on a Thursday and Friday 
(because Friday is the shortest weekday in terms of Library hours). The public will be given advance notice 
once definitive dates are determined by the abatement company, and management is working with staff to 
plan for these two days. 
 
Ms. Smith reported that the Library just concluded its annual, all-ages Summer Reading Clubs and more 
than 2,000 kids, almost 300 teens, and more than 300 adults participated. It is surmised that having no 
Teen Loft throughout the summer, and having the renovation going on, impacted participation. 
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Communications & Development 
Mrs. Rapisand stated there is nothing to report at this time. The Committee discussed it might be prudent 
to engage a consultant who is familiar with working with libraries and non-profits, and so she believes there 
will be more information to share at the next meeting. 
 
 

Building & Grounds 
Mr. Lamb thanked Ms. Smith for the detailed construction meeting update she provided, as well as the 
presentation regarding the use of other funds for the change order items. 
 
Mr. Lamb announced that it was the consensus of the Committee to adopt Option #1 of the fireplace design. 
 
In response to Mr. Lamb’s inquiry, Ms. Smith gave a best-guess run-down of the dates for the change over 
from Phase 2 to Phase 3, with Phase 3 demolition beginning October 8, the asbestos abatement tentatively 
scheduled for October 11-12, and the large scale construction beginning October 15, which is anticipated to 
last approximately 8 weeks. Mrs. Burkum noted that Monday, October 8 is a school holiday and therefore 
there might be school-aged youth visiting the building. Ms. Smith stated she will review the schedule with that 
in mind. 
 
 

Budget & Finance 
Mr. Reardon asked Mrs. Burkum to oversee the Budget & Finance report, in Mr. Egan’s absence. 
 

Mrs. Burkum noted that the Committee reviewed the proposed FY20 Capital Budget, which includes 
$60,000 for Roof/Snow Ice Prevention and $110,000 for Sanitary Drain and Water Distribution. Ms. Smith 
had suggested completing the roof snow/ice project this fiscal year, FY19, but keeping it in the FY20 
budget as well. Undertaking this project in FY19 would require City Council approval per Council Policy 
Statement #23. 
 

On behalf of the Committee, Mrs. Burkum made a 
 

MOTION: to approve the FY20 Capital Budget in the amount of $170,000.00 
 

Roll call vote 
 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 
 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
Ms. Smith stated that the Friends of the Library workroom area is under construction. She added that they 
have been very patient with all the changes and that is greatly appreciated. 
 

 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None 
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NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Lamb MOVED to adjourn the Board meeting.  
 

Mr. Reardon SECONDED the motion. 
 

Voice vote  
 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:01 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
   
 Gareth Kennedy, Secretary 


