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MINUTES 
OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE PARK RIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY HELD  
IN THE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 505 BUTLER PLACE, PARK RIDGE, IL  

TUESDAY, MARCH 19, 2019 AT 7:00 P.M. 
 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
President Reardon called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
TRUSTEES PRESENT: Michael Reardon, President; Charlene Foss-Eggemann (7:02 p.m.), Vice-

President; Joseph Egan, Treasurer (7:05 p.m.); Gareth Kennedy, Secretary; 
Karen Burkum, Joshua Kiem, Patrick Lamb (7:06 p.m.), Lauren Rapisand 

 

TRUSTEES ABSENT:  Stevan Dobrilovic 
 

OTHERS PRESENT: Heidi Smith, Library Director; Jodi Bemis Whitney, Angela Berger, Anastasia 
Daskalos, Jennifer Healy, Gretchen Kottkamp, John Priala, Library Staff; 
Alderman Charlie Melidosian, Library Liaison; Anne Lunde, Park Ridge Journal; 
Natalia Czernecka, Neil Lewis, Milijana Marsenic, Emily Tothstein, Park Ridge 
residents 

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
(7:02 p.m.) The items covered by the Consent Agenda are marked by an asterisk on the agenda. There 
being no comments,  
 
Trustee Kiem made a  
 

MOTION:  to approve the Consent Agenda  
 

Trustee Burkum SECONDED the motion 
 

Roll call vote: 6 Yay: Burkum, Foss-Eggemann, Kennedy, Kiem, Rapisand, Reardon  
 3 Absent: Dobrilovic, Egan, Lamb 
 

MOTION PASSED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF REMOTE ATTENDANCE 
(7:05 p.m.) Treasurer Egan stated he is out of town on business and wishes to attend remotely. A motion is 
needed to formally approve attendance by trustees via remote means. 
 
President Reardon made a  
 

MOTION:  to approve the attendance at this evening’s meeting by Treasurer Egan via electronic means. 
 

Secretary Kennedy SECONDED the motion.  
 

Roll call vote: 6 Yay: Burkum, Foss-Eggemann, Kennedy, Kiem, Rapisand, Reardon  
 1 not voting: Egan  
 2 Absent: Dobrilovic, Lamb 
 

MOTION PASSED 
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Building & Grounds: 
It was the consensus of the Board to change the order of the agenda and discuss Building & Grounds at 
this time. It was noted that Mr. Rick McCarthy of Studio GC Architecture is present this evening to answer 
any questions the Board might have.  
 
Director Smith gave a summary of the Building & Grounds Committee meeting, and reviewed the change 
orders and credits, and per the request of Trustee Lamb and Treasurer Egan, confirmed that she had 
approved and signed the Change Order to conduct the work for #24. There being no comments or 
discussion, 
 
Trustee Lamb arrived at the meeting at 7:06 p.m. 
 
On behalf of the Committee, President Reardon made a 
 

MOTION: to approve Change Orders #22-R, #24, and #32-R4 for the amount of $19,084.00, and Change 
Orders #37b and #45 in the amount of $30,732.00 in credits to the Library. 

 

Roll call vote: 8 Yay: Burkum, Egan, Foss-Eggemann, Kennedy, Kiem, Lamb, Rapisand, Reardon  
 1 Absent: Dobrilovic  
 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
The motion 8Db will not go to a vote this evening.  
 
 
Trustee Lamb asked Mr. McCarthy about an update on the stone slab for the fireplace top, to which 
Director Smith stated that the site supervisor informed her that it will be one to two weeks for the site 
installation of the slab to be complete.  
 
Mr. McCarthy departed the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE GENERAL PUBLIC 
None 
 
 
SECRETARY'S REPORT 
Secretary Kennedy noted a theme of people requesting partitions between the public computers. Director 
Smith reported that after the first month of being open, while there have been mostly positive comments 
from the patrons, this comment was the most frequent negative comment from computer users. Staff have 
made some changes to the location of the computers, providing more space between the users, and will 
continue to monitor usage of the computers and research options. She added that staff will continue to 
research ways to meet the needs of the patrons while keeping the current furniture if at all possible. 
 
Secretary Kennedy reviewed the following correspondence in the communications folder: 

 A comment form from J. Keller stating they’re very happy with the Library renovation, that it was long 
overdue. They especially like the new quiet reading room, the switch of the non-fiction and fiction 
sections, and the “fireplace”. They hope a cell phone area and air-lock vestibule will be coming soon 
as well. They added that “any large new renovation is a work-in-progress, needing to be “tweaked” as 
it is used and (needed) changes become apparent. Don’t stop until everything is working optimally”. 

 An email from P. Belmonte to the Library Director, as well as Director Smith’s response. Ms. Belmonte 
stated that she was “so glad to see the front entrance is now open. It’s very nice – it’s more roomy in 
the whole Library; brighter and more airy.” She asked if partitions will be put up in between the public 
computers, stating that she found that to be one drawback to the renovation. She also asked when 
the new check-out stations would be installed.  
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 A comment form from an anonymous person stating they “tried to use a public computer today but 
gave up since there is absolutely no privacy. The computer stations were set up better before the 
‘improvement’. What a joke!” 

 An email comment form from Caitlin to the Library, “I just wanted to send a quick note saying how 
much we enjoy story time at the Park Ridge Library. We have been to many libraries and this program 
is by far the best. All of the librarians are amazing. Ms. Leah really connects with the kids and learns 
all of their names. We also love that the program is so inclusive: drop-in and welcoming to siblings. 
Thank you!” 

 An email from S. Simmons to the Library Director, as well as Director Smith’s response. Ms. Simmons 
stated that she and her son were excited to visit the Library to see the new updates but were 
dismayed to find that the Teen Loft was closed that morning and her son could not peruse the stacks 
in the Loft until it opened at 1:00 p.m. that day. She asked that staff consider having the hours of the 
Teen Loft be the same as the rest of the Library on weekends. 

 An email from J. Miller to the Library Director, as well as Director Smith’s response. They stated that, 
as a long-time resident of Park Ridge, they loved the quaint, homey atmosphere of the (pre-
renovation) Library premises and they are disappointed with the renovation. They feel it “looks like a 
modern office building without any character” now that the wooden bookcases and long tables are 
gone. They asked where the study carrels and privacy sections around the computers are, adding that 
the number of computers is “sorely lacking”. They also stated “the circulation desk is so small and 
there is nothing of warmth in the entry for patrons: either in the way of protection from the weather, or 
decorative touches. Overall this is a waste of taxpayers’ money and I don’t know how anybody could 
feel good about this hollow shell of a Library.” 

 
 
Although there is a motion on the agenda to go into closed session, it was determined to be unnecessary.  
 
There was some discussion about the minutes to be released and the motion on the agenda to release the 
9/18/18 closed minutes. Discussion ensued regarding closed minutes in general. Secretary Kennedy noted 
that he wishes to add to the motion the 8/18/16 closed minutes to be released since there is nothing 
specific in the minutes requiring redaction. 
 
Secretary Kennedy made a  
 

MOTION:  to amend the motion to include the closed minutes of 08/16/16 to be released. 
 

President Reardon SECONDED the motion 
 

Roll call vote: 8 Yay: Burkum, Egan, Foss-Eggemann, Kennedy, Kiem, Lamb, Rapisand, Reardon  
 1 Absent: Dobrilovic 
 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 
Secretary Kennedy made a  
 

MOTION: to approve the amended motion to open/release the Closed/Executive Session minutes for the 
following dates: 08/16/2016, and 09/18/2018. 

 

President Reardon SECONDED the motion 
 

Roll call vote: 8 Yay: Burkum, Egan, Foss-Eggemann, Kennedy, Kiem, Lamb, Rapisand, Reardon  
 1 Absent: Dobrilovic 
 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
Treasurer Egan reviewed the Year to Date Budget Report on page 31 of the packet. As of February 28, 
2019 with 83% of the fiscal year completed, the Library has expended 70% of the total Operating Budget 
and 83% of the total Capital Budget, and overall the Library has expended 75% of the total budget. The 
Library is under budget at this time, with the salaries line item being the greatest line item under budget.  
 
Secretary Kennedy made a  
 

MOTION:  to approve the Year to Date Budget Report for February, 2019  
 

Trustee Kiem SECONDED the motion 
 

Roll call vote: 8 Yay: Burkum, Egan, Foss-Eggemann, Kennedy, Kiem, Lamb, Rapisand, Reardon  
 1 Absent: Dobrilovic 
 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 
 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
Director Smith reviewed the statistical report on page 33, “items borrowed in February”, noting that this 
month indicates that the number of items borrowed is showing an increase. Now that the front doors and 
Children's Services department are open and the number of visitors is increasing, and even with auto 
renewals continuing, staff is noting that the trend appears to be on the increase. She noted that the low 
voltage cabling is being tested this weekend and the door counter is dependent on that cabling; therefore 
the door counters which have been inactive during the renovation should be providing numbers, which will 
be available to report in April.  
 
Director Smith introduced the new Library Marketing Coordinator, Jennifer Healy, to the Board, and 
welcomed her to the Library.  
 
Director Smith reviewed her written report, and noted that patrons have noticed the seamless transition 
back to “business-as-usual” including numerous well-attended programs. 
 
 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Planning & Operations 
Trustee Kiem stated there is a Committee motion to use funds from the Dorothy Moriarty Trust to purchase 
chairs for the meeting room. Director Smith reiterated the criteria used to determine the recommendation of 
the model of chair. After a brief discussion by the Trustees regarding the chair recommendation, noting the 
cost variations of the options considered, 
 
On behalf of the Committee, Trustee Kiem made a 
 

MOTION: to approve the use of funds from the Dorothy Moriarty Trust to purchase 100 KI-Opt4 
Mesh-Back / Mesh-Seat chairs and 3 storage caddies from KI at the cost of $17,683.00  

 

Roll call vote: 5 Yay: Burkum, Kiem, Lamb, Rapisand, Reardon  
 3 Nay: Egan, Foss-Eggemann, Kennedy 
 1 Absent: Dobrilovic 
 

MOTION PASSED 
 
 
Communications & Development 
Trustee Rapisand reported that the Committee reviewed and discussed the 2019 Library Award. Following 
a brief discussion firmly in support of the two nominees,  
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On behalf of the Committee, Trustee Rapisand made a 
 

MOTION: to approve the 2019 Library Award Recipients, Library Volunteer Gerry Zwicky, and Library 
Facility Manager John Priala 

 

Roll call vote: 8 Yay: Burkum, Egan, Foss-Eggemann, Kennedy, Kiem, Lamb, Rapisand, Reardon  
 1 Absent: Dobrilovic 
 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 
Budget & Finance  
Treasurer Egan reported that three motions came out of Committee.  
 
On behalf of the Committee, Treasurer Egan made a 
 

MOTION: to approve the FY20 Operating Budget of $4,147,470.00 
 

Roll call vote: 8 Yay: Burkum, Egan, Foss-Eggemann, Kennedy, Kiem, Lamb, Rapisand, Reardon  
 1 Absent: Dobrilovic 
 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 
On behalf of the Committee, Treasurer Egan made a 
 

MOTION: to approve the revised FY19 Capital Budget for $2,105,000.00  
 

Roll call vote: 8 Yay: Burkum, Egan, Foss-Eggemann, Kennedy, Kiem, Lamb, Rapisand, Reardon  
 1 Absent: Dobrilovic 
 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 
In regard to the revised FY20 Capital Budget for $100,000.00, Treasurer Egan asked if there is further 
clarification on the water/sewer line project. Mr. Priala briefly explained the water/sewer line issue. He 
stated that this work is a result of the 2011 Capital Reserve Study, which determined the sewer and water 
distribution to be beyond its useful life and it recommended they be replaced within five years, and it is 
eight years later. Mr. Priala recommended this work be conducted at the same time as the sprinkler system 
project since they both are affected by the main water line into the building and the water distribution within 
the building. He explained the ramifications of increased pressure on the building pipes, which are from 
1956, as well as the possibility of pipes covered in asbestos insulation, which pipes will need to be 
addressed. He responded to questions regarding the project, and responded that the water fountains have 
not been tested for lead, to which Secretary Kennedy suggested that they be tested for lead levels. 
 
On behalf of the Committee, Treasurer Egan made a 
 

MOTION: to approve the revised FY20 Capital Budget for $100,000.00  
 

Roll call vote: 8 Yay: Burkum, Egan, Foss-Eggemann, Kennedy, Kiem, Lamb, Rapisand, Reardon  
 1 Absent: Dobrilovic 
 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  
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Personnel 
Vice President Foss-Eggemann reported that one motion came out of Committee  
 
On behalf of the Committee, Vice President Foss-Eggemann made a 
 

MOTION to approve up to $60,000.00 in merit payments, to be effective May 1, 2019 in the form of salary 
increases to eligible staff who are within the salary range for their classification and bonuses to 
those eligible staff who have met the maximum of their salary range 

 

Roll call vote: 8 Yay: Burkum, Egan, Foss-Eggemann, Kennedy, Kiem, Lamb, Rapisand, Reardon  
 1 Absent: Dobrilovic 
 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
Director Smith announced that the Friends have begun accepting donations for their Spring Book Sale the 
first weekend in May. The book sale will take place from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Friday, May 3 for Friends of 
the Park Ridge Library members only; from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 4 for all who wish to 
attend; and from Noon to 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 5, when all items are half-price.  
 
Director Smith noted that the Friends opened up their new “Book Nook” on the second floor adjacent to the 
new Quiet Room. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Nothing to report. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Director Smith noted that the Board did a great job historically keeping up with the obligation to review the 
closed minutes and recordings. During the inventory of closed files no recordings were found that were 
supposed to have been destroyed, there are no backlogs of recordings. There was some discussion 
regarding legal opinions regarding closed written minutes. Vice President Foss-Eggemann reiterated her 
desire for Director Smith to obtain clarification of legal statutes that affect the publishing/releasing of closed 
minutes related to personnel and share that with the Board for their future use when it comes to reviewing 
other closed minutes that are on-file. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Trustee Burkum MOVED to adjourn the Board meeting.  
 

Trustee Rapisand SECONDED the motion. 
 

Voice vote  
 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
   
 Gareth Kennedy, Secretary 


