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CALL TO ORDER  
President Rapisand called the Committee of the Whole meeting of the Park Ridge Public Library Board of Trustees to 
order at 7:03 p.m.  
 
President Rapisand explained that the Library Board was meeting via videoconference and stated that she 
authorized the Board to meet remotely as per Illinois Public Act 101-0640 which, among other matters, amends 
Section 7 of the Open Meetings Act to allow meetings of members of a public body subject to the Act to occur 
without a quorum being physically present at the meeting due to COVID-19. 
 
President Rapisand announced that any public comments or requests to speak may be sent to adoubek@prpl.org or 
participants could raise their hand virtually. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Trustees Present:  Lauren Rapisand, President; Karen Burkum, Vice-President; David Somheil, Secretary;  
(Via videoconference)  Stevan Dobrilovic, Treasurer; Alexandrea Hanba; Josh Kiem; Michael Reardon; Joseph 

Steinfels; Deepika Thiagarajan 
Others Present: Angela Berger, Interim Library Director; Alyson Doubek, Library Finance Manager; Charlie 

Melidosian, City Council liaison; Andrew Jose, Green and Associates. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Committee Chair Reardon called the Building and Grounds Committee meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Secretary Somheil made a 
MOTION: to approve the minutes of March 9, 2021 
Trustee Hanba seconded the motion. 
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Burkum, Dobrilovic, Hanba, Kiem, Rapisand, Reardon, Somheil, Steinfels, Thiagarajan 
Motion passed. 
 
UPDATE ON CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
Mr. Jose provided an update on the Library construction project. He noted that changes needed to be made to the 
water main project. When the excavator began excavation at Summit, they discovered a large concrete conduit that 
prevented connection to the Summit Ave. water main. Without excavation, they were not aware of how deep the 
conduit was. The water main will now connect to Touhy. Part of that process is an amendment to the IDOT permit. 
They anticipate getting the permit this week so work can continue. The process will take 5-7 working days once 
approved. He expects all work to be completed by the end of April. There is no impact on the interior work. This 
week, they received partial permit of occupancy for the 1st floor, and that work is wrapping up. Work is progressing 
on the 2nd floor where most of work is being performed now, and in mechanical areas. Mr. Jose does not foresee 
water main work impacting the substantial completion date of May 28. 
 
In terms of cost implications, Mr. Jose explained that connecting to the watermain on Summit was an additional cost 
of $35,000. There will be a credit for that, less the cost of the excavation work that was done and patching of the 
parking lot. The City has asked for rerouting of the water main to Touhy to avoid items they know are in the 
parkland. He does not have the whole picture or cost of that at this time, but will provide for next week’s meeting. 
IDOT permit will not to be issued until end of this week. If the cost can be approved at next week’s Board meeting, 
contractor will be able to proceed with watermain to Touhy Ave.  
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Committee Chair Reardon asked Mr. Jose if he anticipated additional cost. Mr. Jose replied that the total cost of the 
project will go down; the Library will receive a credit. Reardon asked if there would also be a reduction in the cost of 
soil remediation due to the rerouting.  Mr. Jose replied that there would be a reduction in the amount of soil 
excavated. The route to connect to Summit Ave. was 250 ft.; the route to Touhy Ave. is 110 ft. so there will be less 
haul. Also with the rerouting, a larger area is in the parkland so they can backfill the soil there. 
 
Trustee Kiem asked when the Library will be back to normal. Mr. Jose replied that the agreement is to be completed 
by May 28. They currently have partial occupancy for 1st floor; will ask for additional partial occupancy as work 
progresses. 
 
Mr. Jose then moved to discussion of the electrical work which could necessitate closure of the Library for several 
days. He said they have been in discussions with the electrical subcontractor, and have come to agreement that the 
work can be completed in three days. He raised several options for temporary power. Understanding the Board was 
not comfortable with shutting down for several days. In order to set up a whole building generator, there would be 
some down time to set it up; 4 hours start up, 4 hours disconnection. The cost is approximately $8,000. There is 
contract language that specifies that the contractor is to provide temporary power as part of the project.  
 
Trustee Kiem asked if the severs would be down during that time. Mr. Jose replied that a smaller generator could be 
set up for fire alarm, sump system, and server. President Rapisand asked for clarification if the $8,000 would include 
fire alarm, sump system, and server. Mr. Jose said the cost for the smaller generator would be $2,000. Interim 
Director Berger clarified that the cost would be borne by the contractor. Committee Chair Reardon asked the 
question is if the Board chooses to be down for two half days or three whole days. There would be cost savings to 
the Library of approximately $6,000 if they choose to be closed for three days.  
 
Committee Chair Reardon asked Interim Director Berger for her thoughts. She replied that here are 2 elements to 
be considered – the impact on patrons, and impact on staff’s ability to be working. She said that the management 
team has been planning for reopening of the first floor and the timing of a potential closure will impact those dates 
as well.  She questioned if such a closure, with regard to staff scheduling, would be considered to be covered by the 
emergency closure policy.  
 
Treasurer Dobrilovic said it looks like all these costs have been budgeted for. He supports securing the power 
source, stating the Library should be open as much as possible. Trustee Kiem agreed. Committee Chair Reardon 
asked if the work on the half days could at least be partially completed while the Library is closed? Mr. Jose replied 
that was possible, they would have to see what the cost implication would be. Interim Director Berger pointed out 
that most days the Library does not open to the public until 2:00 p.m. Trustee Hanba is in favor of the larger 
generator and keeping the Library open.  
 
Committee Chair Reardon asked Interim Director Berger to work with Mr. Jose to see how many of the library’s 
open hours can be preserved with the contractor schedule. Mr. Jose said the work could be done as early as next 
week, he would have to check with the general contractor on the schedule. Committee Chair Reardon asked Interim 
Director Berger to make sure the information is posted to the public as soon as it is available. She confirmed the 
Marketing team has been working on these communications.   
 
Interim Director Berger stated that if the electrical work can be completed next week and the water main work does 
not impact building operations, the Library may be able to open the first floor on April 26; still with limited hours to 
accommodate ongoing construction. This would be a significant step closer to normal library operations. Trustee 
Kiem asked if it would still be Grab and Go. She replied that Mr. Priala is working on a plan for limited socially 
distanced seating. Study rooms, maker space and media lab would still not be open. Those are all still significant 
construction zones at this time.  
 
Committee Chair Reardon closed the Building and Grounds Committee meeting at 7:29 p.m. 


