
 

 

 

 

In FY2007/08 the Library had the highest total circulation of library materials ever recorded, a total of 736,485 

items.  As you can see from the chart above, the population of Park Ridge has remained fairly constant over 

the past 48 years, while circulation of library materials has steadily increased since 1980.  

Books continue to be the largest circulating category and account for 67% of all materials circulated this past 

year.  All audiovisual materials combined make up 24% of total circulation with the remaining 9% a 

combination of Interlibrary loan, magazines, ebooks, video games, literacy collection and puzzles.  

Public libraries nationwide are reporting increases in circulation.  While the types of materials that libraries 

circulate are changing, the public’s interest in libraries and borrowing library materials is growing.  There  

are a number of changes the Library has made since 2000 that we feel have contributed to our increase in 

circulation.  They include: 

 Providing more copies of bestsellers and “in demand” books to reduce the wait time for reserves and 

provide more copies for browsers. 

 Adding more shelving in the New Book Room to feature more new books. 

 Displaying library materials of all types face out on slat wall displays throughout the library and adding 

display shelving in the 2nd floor lobby. 

 Expanding and improving the audiovisual collections – books on cassette, books on CD and DVDs. 

 Continuously improving the book collections by adding new titles and adding new collections – High 

School collection, graphic novels. 

 Promoting the P.A.L. program that allows patrons to receive new titles by favorite authors from a pre-

selected list. 

 Ease of placing reserves from home and elimination of the reserve fee. 
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